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Overview

Purpose:

The purpose of the Army Congressional Fellowship Program is to educate and
train selected Army officers, Non-Commissioned Officers, and Department of the
Army Civilians in all aspects of Congressional activities, emphasizing those
matters regarding the Department of Defense (Army Regulation 1-202, Army
Congressional Fellowship Program)

Overview:

The Army Congressional Fellowship is a three and a half year program, which
includes the pursuit of the Master’s Degree in Legislative Affairs, service on the
staff of a Member of Congress, and utilization on the Army or Joint Staff in a
Congressionally related duty position

Master’s Degree in Legislative Affairs:

Army Congressional Fellows pursue a fully funded graduate degree from George
Washington University (GWU), earning a Master’s Degree in Legislative Affairs
while gaining Capitol Hill experience

as of Nov 2011



Overview

Eligibility Criteria:
Officers: Active Duty officers with ten or less years commissioned service; Army
Reserve and Army National Guard Captains or Majors (with no more that 4 yrs
time in grade). Must have a bachelors GPA of not less than 3.0 or have earned a
Masters Degree.

Non-Commissioned Officers: Active Duty Senior NCOs in the rank of E-8 or
above with six years or more until their RCP or MRD is reached. NCOs

must be a graduate of the U.S. Army Sergeants Major Academy or sister Service
academy equivalent.

Civilians: GS-11 thru GS-14 (or equivalent), bachelor’s degree, serving in position
requiring knowledge of Congress. Must have a bachelors GPA of not less than 3.0
or have earned a Masters Degree.

Utilization Tours:
OSD Directive requires a 2 year utilization immediately following completion of
fellowship and a 3 year ADSO, the fully funded Master’s Degree adds 18 months
to the ADSO for a full 4.5 years. ADSOs are served concurrently.

as of Nov 2011



Timeline

November 2011: MILPER Message Released

Spring/Summer 2012: Army Congressional Fellowship Boards | and Il convene,
recommended Fellows approved by M&RA and OSD (P&R), orders cut

Summer/Fall 2012: FY 2014 Army Congressional Fellows Notified
January 2013: Army Congressional Fellows Attend ILE if available (or required)

May 2013: Fellows report into OCLL for an Orientation Program, start the fully funded
Master’s Degree in Legislative Affairs at George Washington University

May-December 2013: attend scheduled training to include but not limited to:
* HQDA orientation
» One week force management course
* Briefings from all congressional liaison division chiefs
» Meetings with senior Army leadership and the Chief, Legislative Liaison
« Information sessions current on National Security issues delivered by HQDA staff,
current and former hill staffers, and professionals from industry

January — December 2014: Serve Fellowship in Member’s Office or on a Congressional
Committee

January 2015- January 2017: Fellows complete utilization assignment
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